
Great steps have been taken in the technological 
advancement of the continent and basic technologies such as 
cell  phones  and  computers  are  now  more  readily  available 
than ever before. But many are now excluded due to 
language. Business is fast realising that there are vast new 
markets  and  governments  are  realising  that  their  citizens 
need access to modern technology.

Language inclusion is moving away from being an academic 
or principled approach to one driven by good sense. 
Depending on who you ask, Africa has anything between 600 
and  2000  languages.  Whilst  the  numbers  may  be  up  to 
debate,  the  fact  remains  that  many  of  those  people  are 
excluded from the world of technology simply because they 
do not speak English or another dominant language. One of 
the Millennium Development Goals is to make new 
technologies available and accessible to all people, but 
language is often overlooked as one of the critical 
components of seeing this happen in reality.

This  year  ANLoc  has  undertaken  a  number  of  projects  that 
eliminate the key obstacles that stand in the way of Africans 
consuming and producing digital content. The work that we 
are  doing  is  laying  the  foundations  for  full  participation  in 
the digital age. It has the potential to impact millions of lives. 
This year I was privileged to meet other groups from around 
the  globe  with  similar  grand,  but  achievable  goals,  such  as 
the  Pan  Localisation  Project  who  develop  local  language 
computer capacity in Asia. As our first year has drawn to a 
close,  a  growing  number  of  people  are  becoming  aware  of 
our  work  and  have  expressed  excitement  and  gratitude.  If 
our work is already impacting others, we look forward with 
excitement  to  the  next  two  years  of  removing  the  great 
obstacles of the digital divide. Feeling like you are making a 
difference is great ... but knowing you are, is even better!
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PanL10n, a sister localisation
network covering Asia, hosted

their annual conference in Laos.
Dwayne attended on behalf of
ANLOC to share our experience,

as well as learn from this 
older network.
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